


Who are we?



PEACE TECH?
But first! What is



Peace Tech refers to the use of technology to address 
conflicts, reduce violence, and promote peace and social 
cohesion. It encompasses various fields such as 
communication, information sharing, data analysis, and 
community engagement



HOW IS PEACE TECH DEPLOYED?
Areas of interest



Communication and Mediation
● Technology enhances communication, providing platforms for 

dialogue and mediation.
● Social media, messaging apps, and video conferencing tools 

connect individuals and communities across borders.
● Meditation apps facilitate peaceful resolution of disputes, 

promoting understanding and reconciliation.



Data Analysis and Early Warning Systems
● Technology aids in conflict mapping and early warning systems.
● Data analysis, satellite imagery, and social media monitoring 

provide valuable insights into potential conflicts.
● Early warning systems enable proactive intervention, reducing 

violence and promoting peace.



Digital Storytelling and Empathy
● Digital storytelling platforms foster empathy and understanding.
● Virtual Reality (VR) technology allows users to experience 

immersive narratives, promoting empathy.
● Promotes emotional engagement



Education and Digital Literacy
● Technology enhances education and promotes digital literacy for 

peacebuilding.
● Online courses and educational apps provide access to quality 

education.
● Digital skills empower individuals and bridge the digital divide, 

fostering inclusive and peaceful societies.



Cybersecurity and Digital Protection
● Ensuring cybersecurity and digital protection is vital for peace.
● Encryption, secure communication, and data protection 

technologies safeguard sensitive information.
● Protecting online environments from cyber threats promotes 

stability and trust in peace initiatives.



What is open data?
Open data refers to information that is freely available for anyone to use, 
modify, and share. It is often provided by governments, organizations, and 
institutions to promote transparency, innovation, and public participation. 
This data can cover a wide range of topics, including government spending, 
scientific research, environmental conditions, and more. The key principles 
of open data are that it should be accessible (available for free), 
machine-readable (in a format that can be easily processed by computers), 
and unrestricted by copyright or other controls.



open data AND
environmental peacebuilding….

Environmental peacebuilding integrates environmental management and 
peacebuilding to prevent conflict and promote sustainable development. It 
resolves disputes over natural resources, rebuilds ecosystems, and fosters 
cooperation through shared environmental goals.

Peacebuilders should use open data because it provides transparent, 
accessible information that enhances decision-making and collaboration. 
Open data helps them understand and address the links between 
environment and conflict, builds trust among conflicting parties, supports 
evidence-based policies, and encourages community participation, 
ultimately leading to more effective and sustainable peacebuilding 
outcomes.



How is it used in practice?
Resource Management

Conflict Mapping
Climate Change Mitigation

Early Warning Systems
Peacebuilding Initiatives
NGO and Research Work

Community Empowerment
Transboundary Conflicts

Education and Awareness
Track Progress

(But let's go into detail later)



Accessibility is key, 
and especially with data

Community building and promoting accessibility, especially 
themes that are useful to the target group, are important, 
and data is no different. The culture of overcomplicating 
digital technology has to stop, and this is even more true 
with data, particularly open data.

I have conducted an extensive amount of research on this for 
my book, 'Open Data for Everybody,' which is available this 
month via Routledge. Even though the book looks at the third 
sector and activism, and how governments can create more 
inclusive policies, there are some baseline similarities 
between those who work in the international third sector, 
peacebuilders, and those in missions. So, let’s briefly explore 
the feedback from hackathons, workshops, surveys and 
projects conducted across the globe…



Quick takeouts… Charity, community, and voluntary staff:

The majority of staff members felt that they struggled to grasp the 
concept of open data due to the language surrounding it, which 
seemed too corporate and unfamiliar to them. Mixing this with trust 
issues between the third sector and local government, they felt a lot of 
digital narrative was just jargon, and have often dismissed digital 
outreach as nonsense and have ignored government outreach entirely 
on this issue.

Government Officers:

While it is true that many employees have a solid grasp of open data, a 
significant number among them find themselves hesitating to seek 
clarification or raise questions due to a self-imposed expectation that 
they need to be the expert, especially for senior staff or heads of 
department. This can result in miscommunication of strategy and 
muddies the waters with outreach, as sometimes, it is an interpretation 
of what they perceive open data to be or the difference it can make.

www.opendataforeverybody.com

Are there crossovers from third sector to 
peacebuilders?



ACTIVITY: hOW DO YOU 
USE DATA ALREADY?

So, put yourself in the situation you are in your office or wherever you 
work and you need to find information for a report, funding tender or 

study. You need to base your findings on evidence, where do you find 
it?

This activity looks to get a grasp of how we find information already for 
reports, tenders and studies - this will give us an idea of how actors 
already use data, a chance to study if there are any gaps in our 
research and provide us a mapping opportunity.



FEEDBACK



vILMA / ktu



Visualising data 
and where to find it
With Fabiola Hanna, The New School, New York

Open data visualization is crucial for peacebuilders as it 
transforms complex data into clear, actionable insights. By 
visually representing trends in environmental peacebuilding, 
such as resource allocation, conflict hotspots, and climate 
impacts, peacebuilders can quickly grasp key information, 
make informed decisions, and communicate findings 
effectively. This enhances their ability to address 
environmental challenges, anticipate conflicts, and 
implement sustainable peacebuilding strategies.



Open source intelligence (OSINT), Bellingcat, and Journalism

https://www.bellingcat.com/



Syrian Archive

https://syrianarchive.org/



Syrian Archive

https://syrianarchive.org/



More on Syrian Arhive’s Methods

https://syrianarchive.org/en/about/methods-tools



Forensic Architecture

https://forensic-architecture.org/



Forensic Architecture aPPROACH

 Forensic Architecture’s Approach
Link (Will need to select a project as an example)



Interfaces to Data/Archives/Databases



The Quipu Project

https://interactive.quipu-project.com/#/en/quipu/intro



Social Media Data



Responsible Data

https://responsibledata.io/

Responsible Data (RD) is a concept to outline 
our collective duty to prioritise and respond to 
the ethical, legal, social and privacy-related 
challenges that come from using data in new 
and different ways in advocacy and social 
change.



Fiction of Data Lifecycle

https://medium.com/@BeckStrickland/the-fiction-of-the-data-lifecycle-90289e15f7b9



FAIR principles

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618 And https://www.go-fair.org/fair-principles/

https://www.nature.com/articles/sdata201618


Arab Image Foundation

https://arabimagefoundation.org/library_en.html

https://arabimagefoundation.org/library_en.html


Learning from British Library Cyber Attack

https://www.bl.uk/cyber-incident/



ACTIVITY: Bridging the Gaps
You've now seen various examples of how data can be effectively used, 

especially when presented clearly.

Now, let's explore why this isn't happening already. Let's dive into the issues 
together. Is it due to a lack of skills, culture, awareness, or something else?

In your groups, map out the issues and suggest steps to address them.

For example, if the issue is skills, perhaps we need a campaign to help less 
technical staff use open data. How would you raise awareness about how easy it 
is to use and how they can benefit from it? What would your campaign include?



feedback



The augMENTOR project, funded by the European Union, aims to develop an 
educational framework that harnesses emerging technologies and integrates 
them into education and training. This initiative will use an AI toolkit accessible to 
all to accelerate skills development. The augMENTOR solution will implement 
personalized learning profiles tailored to students' individual characteristics, 
needs and preferences. These profiles will be based on meticulously structured 
data that captures learning trajectories. In essence, by using AI to map the needs 
of individuals, we aspire to improve their learning experience and ensure the 
effectiveness of the training provided.



Skill Drill is a project aimed at digitizing training for peacebuilders going into the 
field. Through immersive simulations, participants immerse themselves in 
realistic scenarios replicating the challenges they might encounter in real-world 
conflict zones. This innovative approach allows them to practice 
decision-making, crisis management and conflict resolution skills in a safe and 
controlled environment. By providing realistic training experiences, our goal is to 
equip peacebuilders with the practical knowledge and confidence needed to 
effectively navigate complex situations and contribute to lasting peacebuilding 
efforts.



E n v i r o n m e n t a l   P e a c e b u i l d i n 
g   

And D a t a   A n a l y s i s  
Paulina Behluli, The Data Tank, Brussels



Greenpeace

https://daten.greenpeace.de/



Migration Data Portal

https://www.migrationdataportal.org/climate-mobility-impacts



How can open data be used in the context of 
environmental peacebuilding?

Open data serves as a valuable means to achieve policy objectives, but its 
full potential is realized only through strategic utilization and robust 
governance frameworks. Simply making data accessible is not enough; 
effective engagement strategies are essential for ensuring that communities 
can leverage this data to address their needs. This is why our hackathon 
includes a separate session dedicated to developing outreach strategies, 
aiming to foster a responsive community that effectively utilizes open data 
to drive impactful outcomes.



Resource Management



Conflict Mapping



Climate Change Mitigation



Early Warning Systems



Peacebuilding Initiatives



NGO and Research Work



Community Empowerment



Transboundary Conflicts



Education and Awareness



Track Progress



Capacity Building for Funding, 
Reports, and Evidence:

Capacity building is essential for effectively utilizing open data to secure 
funding, generate reports, and provide evidence for environmental studies. 

It involves developing the skills, knowledge, and resources necessary to 
navigate data sources, analyze information, and present findings 

convincingly. With enhanced capacity, stakeholders can access funding 
opportunities by showcasing the impact of environmental degradation on 

conflicts, streamline report-writing processes through efficient data 
collection and analysis, and strengthen studies with credible evidence 

obtained from open data sources.



Activity: How should we present data?
A number of factors influence the use of data by activists, especially considering 
that those working on the ground may not always be tech-savvy. The way data is 
presented is crucial for its usability. Assuming budget is not a constraint, if we 
were to create a data portal or dashboard, what considerations should we 

prioritize? After you have identified the considerations, think of the 
sustainability & engagement of the platform. What engagement strategy 

would you come up with to ensure the usability of the platform? 

In the previous sections, you've explored numerous examples and identified key 
priorities for utilizing open data in environmental peacebuilding. We hope this 

insight will guide you in this activity.

Feel free to be straightforward or creative—there are no wrong or silly ideas here. 
We encourage you to think outside the box and explore unconventional 

approaches.



FEEDBACK



Designing an Outreach strategy
With Patricio Del Boca, Open Knowledge Foundation



We need your feedback and guidance to develop a policy driver document 
that data givers and large foundations can use to consider outreach 

mechanisms for peacebuilders, especially those with fewer digital skills. 
What do you think should be considered, and what outreach mechanisms 

should be implemented?

This is our final conversation of the day, and we will concentrate on four 
areas.



Activity: policy driver document
Each activity today we gave you a set of things to consider and now we are 

put it into practice.

From your feedback, we will create an open source strategy document for 
those who release peacebuilding data can use and put into practice, but 

what would YOU like to be in there?

We will split this up into 4 key areas:



Simplicity and Accessibility:

● Simplify the user interface of your open data platform to 
make navigation easy, with clear labels and intuitive 
design.

● Consider providing tutorial videos or walkthrough guides 
that visually demonstrate how to access and utilize open 
data.

● Offer multiple access points to the data, such as through 
a website, mobile app, or community centers, to 
accommodate different preferences and levels of digital 
proficiency.

Relevance and Utility:

● Showcase success stories and case studies where 
open data has been instrumental in addressing local 
challenges or improving community services.

● Tailor data sets to align with the specific interests or 
concerns of the target audience, whether it's related to 
health, education, transportation, or other relevant 
topics.

● Provide tools or templates that help users analyze and 
interpret the data in ways that are meaningful and 
actionable for them.

Education and Training:

● Offer beginner-friendly workshops or training 
sessions on basic computer skills, internet 
navigation, and data literacy, emphasizing hands-on 
practice and real-world examples.

● Collaborate with local educators or community 
leaders to integrate open data education into existing 
training programs, reaching a broader audience 
through schools or adult education centers.

● Create online resources, such as tutorials or 
interactive modules, that allow users to learn at their 
own pace and revisit topics as needed.

Community Engagement and Participation:

● Showcase success stories and case studies 
where open data has been instrumental in 
addressing local challenges or improving 
community services.

● Tailor data sets to align with the specific interests 
or concerns of the target audience, whether it's 
related to health, education, transportation, or 
other relevant topics.

● Provide tools or templates that help users analyze 
and interpret the data in ways that are meaningful 
and actionable for them.



FEEDBACK


